[Adverse drug reactions in children].
Adverse drug reactions (ADRs) are important safety issues in pediatric pharmacotherapy because they can lead to significant morbidity and mortality in this population. It is currently assumed that the incidence of ADRs in children is between 0.6 % and 19.9 % and that between 0.6 % und 6 % of all hospital admissions of children are triggered by ADRs. Underreporting and insufficient documentation of ADRs in children, however, may obstruct the view on the true numbers. Pharmacovigilance centres in some countries are under way to increase the awareness of the problem. Their programs may help to systematically improve reporting and documentation of ADRs. One important goal is to better assess causality between the patients clinical reaction and drug use, because this is the key knowledge to specifically target an effective and safe pharmacotherapy.